THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING
as please, may have them sew'd in Blue Paper and Boards,
at the Price of 16s. a Set, of
A. Millar over against Catharine-street in the Strand."

Most interesting is the address to the public with which
the advertisement concludes. So eager were gentlemen
and ladies to obtain the novel at once that they were willing
to take copies in paper and boards at sixteen shillings a
set, a reduction of two shillings from the regular price.
This offer Millar repeated in newspapers for a week, by
which time the first impression of "Tom Jones" had prob-
ably been sold before the copies could be bound. The
curiosity of the public, it may be said, had been skilfully
awakened by Pitt, Lyttelton, Lady Hertford, and many
others whose names are not known; but this curiosity was
really based upon the admiration which Fielding's friends
expressed for him and his book.

In accordance with the promise Fielding made when he
gave Millar a receipt for six hundred pounds, he assigned
the copyright in "Tom Jones" to his publisher on March
25,1749. The verbose document runs:

"Know all Men by these Presents that I Henry Fielding
of St. Paul's Covent Q-arden in the County of Middlesex
BsqT for & in consideration of the Sura of Six hundred
Pounds of lawful Money of Great Britain to me in hand
paid by Andrew Millar of St. Mary le Strand in the County
afores^ Bookseller, the Beceipt whereof is hereby acknow-
ledged and of which I do Acquit the s$ Andrew Millar his
Executors & Assigns, have bargained sold delivered
assigned & set over all that my Title Bight and Property
in & to a certain Book printed in Six Volumes, known &
called by the Name & Title of The History of Torn Jones,
a Foundling, invt': written by me the s(J Henry Fielding,
with all Improvements, Additions or Alterations whatso-
ever which now are or hereafter shall at any time be made

118late Duchess of Somerset, Lady
